This year, the Senior High trip is going to be to the ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans.
It is going to be an amazing opportunity for our youth to join with 39,000 Lutheran Youth from
all over the country! The Youth Gathering is open to youth who will have completed 9th -12th
grade in the summer of 2012. We will depart Monday, July 16th and return Monday, July
23rd.

The gathering is about exploring the ways that God is working in the world through the
theme of Citizens with the Saints. Youth will learn more about their faith, social issues, and get to
go into the city of New Orleans for some hands-on learning experiences! Each day will conclude
with a large group gathering in the Superdome with bands, inspiring speakers, and tons of fun!

We will be traveling by charter bus with a sightseeing/volunteer stop in Memphis, TN.
Once we are in New Orleans, we will be staying at a hotel and all transportation will be provided
by the Gathering.

In 2009, registrations for the Youth Gathering hit the 39,000 participant limit! In order to
guarantee your spot, please turn in a registration form and a $150 non -refundable deposit
by Sunday, Oct 9th! Registrations will be accepted after Oct 9th based on availability. Youth are
welcome to invite friends from other churches as well. Pending final registration numbers and
hotel costs, our final cost will be approximately $1100. Also, youth are responsible for all meals
for the entire trip.

As in past years, Family of Christ will continue to support our mission trips both financially
and prayfully. This year, participants will receive $150 towards their trip as a gift from Family of
Christ, bringing the portion of the trip the youth is responsible for down to approximately $950.

This year, youth will have the option of participating in some fundraisers in addition to the
all church musical. One new option will be to work at the Coffee Cart on Sunday mornings. 1-2
students can sign up for a Sunday morning shift 8:30-12:15. During their shift, students will make
and serve coffee ($.50) and mochas ($1.00) to Family of Christ members. All profits made from
coffee sales will go to the mission trip account of the students who served. Contact Lindsey Ruh-
land to sign up for a Sunday. Other fundraising opportunities will be published as they are avail-
able. Parents who are interested in helping with additional fundraisers should contact Lindsey.

Please feel free to contact Lindsey with any questions! Lindsey@familyofchristonline.com
or 952-934-5659 ext 30. Also, check out www.elca.org/gathering. This is going to be an incredi-
ble experience and we are excited to move forward with this trip!



